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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends,
Earlier this Spring, I heard cARTie referred to as an organization with moxie [ˈmäksē]. In the interest of sparing you the
dictionary dive, here are a few key words from Webster’s definition: “force of character, intrepidity, determination, confidence,
assurance.” Surely, this is true; cARTie is an organization built by steadfast individuals, with a resolute purpose and mission.
But, of course, cARTie is only so full of moxie because of your support and encouragement.
cARTie was just a dream three years ago; even last year, we were doubting our ability to “get rolling” when thrown the challenge
of fundraising amidst a global Pandemic. The more we spoke with you and sought ways to sew ourselves into the arts and
education fabric of Connecticut, the better we became. I’m reminded of the words of Helen Keller, here: “alone we can do so
little; together we can do so much.”
Through it all, these past three years and these past six months in particular, we knew there would be a bus involved. And high
schoolers’ art. We agreed we would work with elementary schools across the state with limited access to the arts. And we
would make sure to prepare experiences set to build Connecticut’s youngest learners’ critical and creative thinking skills and
dispositions.

CLARE MURRAY,
CO-FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, cARTie

As we look toward the 2021-2022 school year, cARTie will be “on the road,” visiting 13 pilot elementary schools across the state
with art from a diverse representation of Connecticut high school students. Despite whatever potholes and speed bumps await
us, cARTie is fortified by you, your expertise, your generosity, and your support.
With gratitude for helping us #MakeTheMuseumMobile.
Sincerely,

Clare Murray
Co-Founder & Executive Director, cARTie
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THE CHALLENGES WE FACE:
0% of Connecticut children visited a museum this past school year.*
Only 51% of Connecticut children have access to the arts.*
*according to EdSight

Arts programs build the
creative, cognitive, and
personal competencies
needed for academic
success. read more

Interactivity in
museums is
considered “an
avenue for learning”
for children.
read more

“Museum experiences have the potential to
contribute to early learning as it pertains to
social, cognitive and emotional development of
young children. These experiences can
positively impact overall academic success
and continue to foster motivation to learn.
cARTie’s mission is to increase arts equity by
providing access to art programs through a
mobile museum experience.”

Experiential education
programs stimulate
creativity, curiosity, and
critical thinking.
read more

– Adrianne Carter-Brown,

Teaching and learning in,
about, and through the arts
can reach more students
than traditional schooling
alone. read more

Children’s learning is richer
and more meaningful
when they can see, touch,
and explore real objects.
read more

Museum-based learning
facilitates and trains critical,
independent thinking, as well
as connecting with different
environments and cultures.
read more

cARTie Early Childhood Education Director
and PreK Teacher in Bridgeport

Children enjoy
visiting museums
tremendously.
read more

WHY MUSEUM-BASED LEARNING?

Integrating the arts in
education benefits children
in a multitude of ways, all
together bringing quality
and fulfillment to their
lives. read more

Comfort in/with cultural
institutions like museums
matters to children’s longterm cultural and civic
participation. read more
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cARTie is a ‘reimagined museum’ that
brings the museum field trip to schools;

it deconstructs the traditional White,
eurocentric model of what an art museum is
by making sure all Connecticut youth see
themselves represented in the works of art
on display, featured artists, and experiences
they have while visiting. cARTie’s activities
are twofold: (1) to offer inclusive internship
and exhibition opportunities to a diverse
population of high school arts students and
(2) to provide critical museum-based
learning opportunities that enrich and
deepen early education, while meeting the
Connecticut Social, Emotional, and
Intellectual Habits Framework, National
Core Arts Standards, and Connecticut Core
ELA and Mathematics Standards, to PreK-2
students who otherwise may not have
access to robust arts programming.

WHY cARTie?
“Knowing how much the
arts meant to me growing
up I can’t wait to help
share this opportunity with
kids all over Connecticut.”
– Conor Burke,
cARTie Summer Intern

“The educational impact of arts enriched
programming is significant. It serves as a viable
approach to help diverse students meet curricular
goals while further exploring culture, diversity,
and identity, all the while providing students with
real life stories of resilience and perseverance
from artists that derive from their very
communities. Regrettably, limited resources
hinder the district’s ability to support arts
enriched learning across the content areas; herein
lays the significance of the cARTie partnership.”
– Alicia Robinson,
Turnaround Arts: Bridgeport
Program Director
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WHAT cARTie HAS ACCOMPLISHED

IT STARTS WITH OUR BUS...
We purchased our bus from and signed a contract with Connecticut’s leading school bus provider, DATTCO.
DATTCO will repair and retrofit our 2013 Turtle Top Odyssey Bus this summer.

WHICH WILL BE FILLED WITH OUR STUDENT ART...
A diverse representation of Connecticut high school students submitted more than 38 original works of art to our 2021 Call for Student
Art framed around the prompt: “What does it mean to be a kid during the pandemic?” 5 students won $100 gift certificates to BLICK art
supply store (donated in-kind by BLICK). 14 works of art were selected as part of cARTie’s 2021-2022 traveling exhibition.

Students' Grade

What Motivated Students To Submit

88%

of students valued art
during the Pandemic.

5.0 %
Inspiring PreK-2 students
Seeing art exhibited
Other

9

36%

10

35.0 %

29%

11

60.0 % 12

24%
12%
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ALL-THE-WHILE SUPPORTED BY OUR SUMMER INTERN AND VOLUNTEER...
cARTie was selected as a host organization for the Connecticut Office of the Arts’ competitive Arts Workforce Initiative,
and as a result can pay a summer intern and mentor a summer volunteer.

OVERSEEN BY OUR GROWING SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWING...
which includes 220 followers on Facebook and 135 followers on Instagram.

IN ADDITION TO OUR GROWING TEAM...
cARTie’s Board of Directors nominated and voted on a new Treasurer, Early Childhood Education Director, Fundraising Director, Social Media & Marketing
Director, and Finance & Strategy Director. cARTie’s Teacher Advisory Board, which is comprised of 10 committed educators, administrators, and artists
connected to Connecticut’s arts education landscape, met twice and began refining cARTie’s curriculum and exhibition design. 4 new members joined
cARTie’s Student Advisory Board after being introduced to cARTie through the 2021 Call for Student Art. 8 expertly-trained early childhood educators and art
advocates committed to founding cARTie’s Community of Volunteer Educators. They begin their training and class put on by the National Gallery of Art in July.

Clare Murray
Co-Founder &
Executive Director

Elizabeth Murray
Co-Founder &
Board Director

Naiara Parker
Treasurer

Holly Hawthorn
Art Education Director

Adrianne Carter-Brown
Early Childhood
Education Director

Michael Gallagher
Finance & Strategy Director

Cal Inguanti
Fundraising Director

Emily Clark
Social Media &
Marketing Director

SET TO VISIT 13 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND COUNTING...
School-partnership contracts and invoices of $500/school have been prepared by our colleagues at Pro Bono Partners and shared with all 13 elementary
school administrators that expressed determined motivation to be a part of cARTie’s pilot year of programming this 2021-2022 school year. Signed copies
continue to be collected through August 31.
Booth Hill Elementary School, Shelton; Brennan Rogers School of Communications, New Haven; Davis Academy for Arts and Design Innovation Magnet School,
New Haven; Edgewood Elementary School, New Haven; Hurlbutt Elementary School, Weston; Mead Elementary School, Ansonia; Northeast Academy Arts Magnet
School, Groton; Pleasant Valley Elementary School, South Windsor; Prendergast Elementary School, Ansonia; Read Elementary School, Bridgeport; Roosevelt
Elementary School, Bridgeport; Truman Elementary School, New Haven; Warren Elementary School, Litchfield

WHICH MEANS 1,000+ PREK-2 STUDENTS
WILL BENEFIT FROM cARTie
THIS YEAR ALONE.
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WHAT HAS COME AND WHAT AWAITS
Since January,
we've raised

79%
of our total
projected operating
budget for 2021.

$36,250
IN GRANTS
from Foundations and
Government
funding to support our
capital campaign and
programming.

$13,780
IN DONATIONS
from generous community
donors and supporters.

COST OF CAPITAL (BUS, REPAIRS, RETROFIT, INSURANCE): $34,000
COST OF PROGRAMMING (INSURANCE, GASOLINE, PRINTING, SUPPLIES): $23,700
COST OF FUNDRAISING (WEBSITE, POSTAGE, PRINTING, SUPPLIES): $800
COST OF MANAGEMENT (INSURANCE, BACKGROUND CHECKS, INTERN): $4,500

TOTAL INCOME:

$50,030
TOTAL
PROJECTED
EXPENSES:

$63,000

We expect to raise

$6,500 MORE
IN PROGRAM
REVENUE FROM
SCHOOL PARTNERS

WE WORKING TOWARD RAISING $6,470
IN INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS AND FOUNDATION GRANTS
to account for our total $63,000 projected operating budget in 2021.
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*Donations of $100+ made since January, 2021

Sapna Arvind
BLICK Art Supply
Richard Breault
The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven
John and Ruth Conlon
Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development
Connecticut Office of the Arts
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
The Daniel E. Offutt III Charitable Trust
Derby-Shelton Rotary Club
Patricia Endres
Grace Leone
Loeb Family Foundation
Ryan Loechner
Chloe Mandell
Theresa McNamara
James Murray
John Murray
Valley Community Foundation
Mary Van Miller
Linda Verhagen
Amy Whitaker, in memory of Elaine Whitaker
Geri Wyer
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WORKING BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2021-2022)
Clare Murray, Co-Founder & Executive Director
Elizabeth Murray, Co-Founder & Board Director
Naiara Parker, Treasurer
Holly Hawthorn, Art Education Director
Adrianne Carter-Brown, Early Childhood Education Director
Michael Gallagher, Finance & Strategy Director
Cal Inguanti, Fundraising Director
Emily Clark, Social Media & Marketing Director

SUMMER INTERN & VOLUNTEER (2021-2022)
Conor Burke
Saige Kanik

TEACHER ADVISORY BOARD (2021-2022)
Alina Minkin
Andrea Yankovich
Chris Oburchay
Dana Mitchell
Diane Kendall
Katherine Southworth
Katherine Ross
Sarhanna Smith
Ryan Chaney
Wilma Donaldson

CONTACT
cARTie strives to bridge inequities in education
and arts access across Connecticut. Our mobile
museum, featuring art by a diverse
representation of Connecticut high school
students for interactive and participatory view
by PreK-2 students across the state with limited
access to the arts, is set to enrich and enliven
Connecticut students’ experiences with the arts
and museum-based learning.
Thank you for being a part of our community
and celebrating with us as we “get on the road”
this Fall.

326 Navajo Loop, Huntington, CT 06484
(203) 505-0971
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