
Learning from the Featured Student-Artists & Their Art

The Power
of ART as
Language

www.cARTie.org

@CTcARTie

2023-2024

Co-Prepared by cARTie’s 2023 Student Intern, Arianna Martinez, and cARTie’s Executive Director, Clare Murray





ABOUT THE
EXHIBITION:

cARTie invited submissions from a diverse
representation of secondary school
students from across CT to thoughtfully
interpret the theme of art as a universal
language & complement works of art
exchanged by secondary students at the
American School for the Deaf in West
Hartford & the Machakos School for the
Deaf in Kenya. 

The juried exhibition, ‘The Power of Art as
Language’ stimulates thinking, dialogue, and
action around disability awareness and
activism by specifically engaging our
youngest learners in important explorations
and conversations that help them develop
deep empathy and activism for the deaf and
(dis)abled community.



A SPECIAL THANKS!

The exhibition is co-curated by students at
the American School for the Deaf alongside
cARTie's Executive Director and student
interns and apprentices, Arianna Martinez,
Claire Osiecki, and Nate Kolek. 

It is created in partnership with Creative
Connections, the American School for the
Deaf, the Machakos School for the Deaf,
and cARTie's Student Advisory Board
(cSAB), and it is made possible with the
support of the National Endowment for the
Arts, CT Humanities, the Connecticut
Department of Economic and Community
Development, the Connecticut Office of
the Arts, and the Pincus Family Foundation.



Yin & Yang - Hand of Order & Crow of
Chaos Harmony by Ian Chow

Art tells stories. 
What’s this one’s story?



How does this piece
make you FEEL?

Golden Splatter by Casey Lerner



A Smile in the Ground
by Hannah Gourad

LOOK over here 

Imagine you will draw a message in the

ground too. What will you draw?



Digital Connection by Emily Liu

Compare these two people. 

What is going on between them? 

Let’s act it out...



Dog by Claire Osiecki

How many different ways can you
express the word “D-O-G”? 

LOOK at this piece and it’s
smaller companion for ideas...



Different Worlds, Same Possibilities

by Camille Bartus

What do you

NOTICE about the

COLORS here?

What else?
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Different Worlds, Same Possibilities

"This work represents the different lives and

backgrounds people have. The two figures represent

the same person, but with different life experiences.

Their backgrounds may be different but they can still

be alike. They could still connect with each other

some day, even if where they come from or how

they speak is different." 

- Camille Bartus

A Smile in the Ground

"The smiley face is a symbol that is understood

across the globe. Being such a universal symbol, It

was probably the first thing most of us learned to

draw. I wanted to portray something as simple as a

smiley face in a way that emphasizes its importance.

My piece shows two children playing in the dirt with

nothing but a stick. At first glance that is all that

happening. But when you take a closer look, you can

see that what's being drawn in the ground is a smiley

face." 

- Hannah Gourad



Dog

"In my mind the prompt of art as a universal

language can mean many things. In this piece, I drew

something that everyone can recognize. A dog!

Underneath the drawing is the spelling, hand signs,

and a braille used to signify that the drawing is a dog.

Anyone from anywhere, no matter the language you

speak, can at least identify what the drawing is. It is

made with a regular school pencil to show that art

can be made with just paper and pencil" 

- Claire Osiecki

Yin & Yang -

Hand of Order &

Crow of Chaos - Harmony

"The abstractness of a dream state pushes and pulls

our inner selves in a way that dreams influence the

development of our real-life experiences and

identities, and they end up becoming our realities" 

- Ian Chow



Digital Connection

"Language" means communication, and art is a form

of communication for artists to convey their ideas,

thoughts, and opinions. We now live in a digital age

where people can express their thoughts and

feelings quicker and easier, making communication

the forefront of people's lives. This also makes it

easier for artists to share their ideas with an

audience, and allows for them to find an audience.

Two people can learn so much about each other

through their work alone, which is a way that artists

can communicate using art, and what I tried to

communicate with this piece.

- Emily Liu

Golden Splatter

“Created with Black Paint base and Gold Paint

moving down base paint creating the Waterfall-type

design.”

- Casey Lerner




